tributed to farmers.

Lydia Moe

Silaa Farms

Silaa coffee is produced by Silaa Farms in Thailand. Some years ago Silaa
Farms established a coffee business to help the Karen tribe in North of Thailand
to create an income. The government has forbidden the Karen to cut the woods
in order to make ricefields. The area where they live is a Nature Reserve and the
government want to protect the forest. This is very good of course but for the Ka-
ren it created the problem how to sustain themselves.

Family-life restored

As a result many men go to the cities to find work. This is very disrupting for their
families. The seductions of the city like drinking, luxury and an immoral lifestyle
are great. The money they earn is often already spend before they can send any-
thing to their families. Growing coffee in the mountains gives them a possibility to
stay together as a family and to earn an income. At the moment there are about a
100 farmers associated with Silaa Farms .

Quality improvement

Silaa farms is also training the farmers to improve the quality of the coffee. Study
material is developed so that the farmers know how to treat diseases of the cof-
fee plants in a organic way. Often these meetings give opportunities to share the
Gospel with the farmers. A Biblical way of caring for creation is also part of the
trainings.

Lydia Moe

Lydia Moe and her husband have a field with 250 coffee plants in the village Mile-
ki. This is the fith year they have the plants and last year they had a harvest of
about 100 kilo. Her husband checks the filed two or three times a week and once
a week the plants are watered and the field is cleaned of weeds. The water co-
mes from a brook near the field. When the brook is dried out she digs a hole to
find water. During the last training she learned that the plants need manure. She
also learned how she can control the insects that damage the plants in an orga-
nic way. Lydia also translates the Bible into Karen, her husband is evangelist.

— A

Silaa Coffee is handpicked, only the ripe cherries are picked.



Silaa coffee
Silaa coffee is 100% organic Arabi-
ca coffee of superior quality.
www.elim.nl It is grown at an altitude of 3.300
wdorsman@elim.nl feet, which is ideal for growing cof-
fee. The shadowplants at the fields
ensure the right conditions for the
plants to grow slowly so the natural
sugars in the coffeebeans get the
time to develop fully.
This results in a coffee with a rich
and intense taste.

For Belgium
karin.gebruers@hotmail.com

Coffeeblossom
Pii Jong
Pii Jong is the Karen manager of Silaa Farms, together with his wife Yong Chie,
the lady picking coffee berries on the picture at the other side of this leaflet.
He explains about the benefits of Silaa Farms for spreading the Gospel: “In Hoi-
Kii-Puu are a lot of people who are not chirstians. When | go there, they konow
that | am a Christian. They ask me questions. This is much more natural then
when | was an evangelist in my last job. Now | buy cofee and | visit coffee far-
mers. Regularly | am called by the leaders of the villages. They ask me if | can
come. At my last job | had to ask permission from the head of the village but of-

Pii Jong pruning young cof- ten | did not get it. Now | do not need to ask permission. | can talk to everyone. |
fee tree. witness by the way | live and to speak about it. So a relation is established.
Kii Pii-Chai

Kii Pii-Chai is coffeefarmer since 2008. He tells: “It is not always easy. Last year
a cow broke trough the fence and
ate 50 coffeetrees. The will grow
again but | have lost a year before |
can harvest coffeebeans. Still the
work is a blessing for my life. | thank
God who brought it on our path.
Growing coffee is a good solution
because we are not allowed to cut
the forest to grow rice. When | did
not see a way forward | was encou-
raged by the biblestory of Job that
was given to me by Silaa farms. Job
had a lot of difficulties and he did
not know what to do, but God did.
When | read this story | a relieved of Kij Pii Chai, coffee farmer, presenting gifts
my burden.” of clothing to children.

Biblestudy with
coffeefarmers.

Silaa coffeebeans are handsorted.




